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Minimum guard opening and distance Power Presses 1910.217(f)(4)

Explanation of above diagram:

This diagram shows the accepted safe openings between the bottom edge of a guard and feed table at various
distances from the danger line (point of operation).

The clearance line marks the distance required to prevent contact between guard and moving parts.

The minimum guarding line is the distance between the in-feed side of the guard and the danger line which is one-
half inch from the danger line.

The various openings are such that for average size hands an operator's fingers won't reach the point of operation.

After installation of point of operation guards and before a job is released for operation a check should be made to
verify that the guard will prevent the operator's hands from reaching the point of operation.

Table O-10 [In inches]

Distance of opening from point of operation hazard Maximum width of opening

1/2 to 1 1/2 1/4

1 1/2 to 2 1/2 3/8

2 1/2 to 3 1/2 1/2

3 1/2 to 5 1/2 5/8

5 1/2 to 6 1/2 3/4

6 1/2 to 7 1/22 7/8

7 1/2 to 12 1/2 1 1/4

12 1/2 to 15 1/2 1 1/2

15 1/2 to 17 1/2 1 7/8

17 1/2 to 31 1/2 2 1/8

Over 31 1/2 6

This table shows the distances that guards shall be positioned from the danger line in accordance with the required
openings.


